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Empowering Independence 

NEW GROUPS ADDED TO GET VACCINE 
 People age 65+ 

 Residents and staff in — public/private low income/affordable senior 

housing (read more here). 

 People with 2+ certain medical conditions (must have 2 or more): 

 Cancer 

 Chronic kidney disease 

 COPD (chronic obstructive pulmonary disease) 

 Down Syndrome 

 Heart conditions (heart failure, coronary artery disease, or 

cardiomyopathies) 

 “Immunocompromised” state (weakened immune system) from 

solid organ transplant 

 Obesity and severe obesity (body mass index [BMI] of 30 kg/m2 

or higher) 

 Calculate your BMI here: Adult BMI Calculator (CDC) 

 Pregnancy 

 Sickle cell disease 

 Smoking 

 Type 2 diabetes mellitus 

 Asthma (moderate-to-severe) 

 

Not sure if you should get the vaccine? Ask your doctor! 

Learn more about Phase 2 eligible conditions here. 

February 25, 2021  

NOT 
YET 

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-vaccinations-for-senior-housing-settings
https://www.cdc.gov/healthyweight/assessing/bmi/adult_bmi/english_bmi_calculator/bmi_calculator.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html
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How Do I Make an Appointment? 
 Online: https://vaxfinder.mass.gov/ 

 Call: 2-1-1 

1. Enter your Zip Code 

or City/Town Name 

2.      Check to show available 

appointments only. 

3. A list of places will show up. 

4. Available appointments? 

5. Details could be: 

a) “Screening”/questions to see 

if you can get vaccinated now. 

b) Parking information. 

c) What to do when you arrive. 

d) Pick a specific date and time 

to get vaccinated. 

NOTE: Appointments fill up FAST. 

Please be patient. If you don’t get an 

appointment, keep trying! 

https://vaxfinder.mass.gov/
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Governor’s Updates 

NOTE: See separate SE Resources page for more information or contact your Skills Trainer with questions. 

Get the latest information: 

 Watch here: 

https://www.mass.gov/governor-updates 

 Press Releases: 

https://www.mass.gov/lists/press-releases-related-

to-covid-19 

Get tested MA! 

You can still get tested! 

 Learn about COVID-19 testing: w w w .m ass.gov/covid-

19-testing 

 Find a testing place: w w w .m ass.gov/info-details/find-a-

covid-19-test 

Are you going with a person age 75+ to get 

vaccinated? You can get vaccinated too! 

If you bring someone age 75 or older—to one of the 

mass vaccination sites (below) —you can get a 

vaccine too. 

 You and the 75+ year old must both have 

appointments the same day. 

 You must both go together. 

 Limited to — one com panion. 

 Both people must “attest” (confirm) that they are 

bringing the 75+ year old to the appointment.  

ONLY AVAILABLE AT THESE LOCATIONS: 

 Gillette Stadium 

 Fenway Park 

 DoubleTree - Danvers 

 Eastgate - Springfield  

Learn more about the program here: 

www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-vaccinations-for-people-ages-75-and-older 

https://www.mass.gov/governor-updates
https://www.mass.gov/lists/press-releases-related-to-covid-19
https://www.mass.gov/lists/press-releases-related-to-covid-19
https://www.mass.gov/covid-19-testing
https://www.mass.gov/covid-19-testing
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/find-a-covid-19-test
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/find-a-covid-19-test
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-vaccinations-for-people-ages-75-and-older
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Transportation to Vaccine Appointments 

MassHealth is providing free transportation for vaccine appointments to people with any type 

of MassHealth plan. 

Call MassHealth Customer Service Center at:    800-841-2900      TTY: 800-497-4648 

 Choose “transportation to a vaccine appointment”. 

 A MassHealth representative will help you set up transportation. 

Contact your health plan or PACE provider if you have: Senior  Care 

Options, One Care plan, or are in a Program of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE) 

Click here for more information and Frequently Asked Questions: 

https://www.mass.gov/doc/transportation-to-covid-19-vaccine-appointments-for-masshealth-

members-and-health-safety-net-0 

Click here to read the results: 

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-

community-impact-survey 

COVID-19 Survey Results 

Vaccine Equity for Deaf, Hard of Hearing, 

and DeafBlind People 

Want to have an ASL interpreter when it’s your turn to be 

vaccinated?  

How can  I advocate for vaccinations with interpreter access in 

my area? 

Call the Attorney General's office: 617-727-2200 

Ask what they are doing to organize vaccines for the Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and DeafBlind 

community. 

Or email: Bethany Brow n, AG's office ADA Coordinator .  

Email: Bethany.Brown@state.ma.us. [SUBJECT: Deaf access and vaccinations] 

https://www.mass.gov/doc/transportation-to-covid-19-vaccine-appointments-for-masshealth-members-and-health-safety-net-0
https://www.mass.gov/doc/transportation-to-covid-19-vaccine-appointments-for-masshealth-members-and-health-safety-net-0
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-community-impact-survey
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-community-impact-survey
mailto:Bethany.Brown@state.ma.us?subject=Deaf%20access%20and%20vaccinations
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DHILS Deaf Skills Trainer (P/T 20 hours) 

 

Provide Independent Living skills training, peer counseling, resources and 

advocacy to Deaf consumers. 

 Part-time – 20 hours. 

 Fluent in ASL (required). 

See the full job description and requirements here. 

Questions? Contact Deb Olson at: dolson@centerlw.org 

Zoom Guide 

CLW DHILS made a guide for using Zoom. Step-by-step instructions 

and pictures show how to: 

 Download the Zoom app 

 Join/Leave a meeting 

 Gallery View vs. Speaker View 

 Pin a screen 

WANT A COPY?   Contact Denise Paro at:  dparo@centerlw.org or 508-556-1600 (VP) 

NOTE: let us know which one(s) you want! (Computer/Cell Phone/iPad) 

The Pride Parade and Festival will not be held June because of 

the continued COVID-19 crisis. Virtual events will be 

announced—check their Facebook page for the latest 

information! 

Read more here. 

2021 Pride Parade & Festival—Postponed 

A new legislative session is starting. Disability Policy Consortium (DPC) is supporting bills to 

protect the rights of people with disabilities. 

What does this mean? Som e people believe it isn ’t worthwhile or cost-effective to treat 

people with disabilities. This bill says people with disabilities deserve the same rights and access to 

good healthcare as others. [Related article]. 

How can I support this bill? Contact your Representatives and Senators, and ask 

them to support and/or co-sponsor this bill. 

Find your legislators: m alegislature.gov/search/findm ylegislator  

Read about the bills: House Bill; Senate Bill 

Protection from Medical Discrimination 

https://www.indeed.com/jobs?q=Deaf%20Skills%20Trainer&l=Worcester%2C%20MA&vjk=799a32160e3e08d0
mailto:dolson@centerlw.org?subject=P/T%20Deaf%20Skills%20Trainer
mailto:dparo@centerlw.org?subject=Zoom%20Guide
https://www.facebook.com/bostonpride/
https://www.bostonpride.org/2021/02/boston-pride-and-the-city-of-boston-announce-postponement-of-2021-pride-parade-and-festival/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=boston-pride-and-the-city-of-boston-announce-postponement-of-2021-pride-parade-and-f
https://www.npr.org/2020/12/21/946292119/oregon-hospitals-didnt-have-shortages-so-why-were-disabled-people-denied-care
https://malegislature.gov/search/findmylegislator
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/HD3549
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/192/SD1911


Center for Living & Working, Inc. 

Deaf  and Hard of  Hearing Independent Living Services Department 

Videophone: 508-762-1164 

Voice/TTY: 508-755-1003 

www.CenterLW.org 

Contact Us! 

Like us on Facebook! 

https://www.facebook.com/CenterForLivingAndWorking 

Joan Philip DHILS Director 508-762-1165 (VP) 

VACANT Deaf Skills Trainer 508-762-1350 (VP) 

Denise Paro Administrative Assistant 508-556-1600 (VP) 

Ellen Perkins Hard of Hearing Skills Trainer 508-502-7576 (Voice); 508-762-1354 (VP) 

Joy Spurlin Assistant Manager/Skills Trainer 508-762-1166 (VP) 

Justina Bailey Deaf Skills Trainer 508-762-1021 (VP) 

Kim White Staff Interpreter 508-755-1042 x5042; 508-283-1036 (VP) 

Questions about this Newsletter? 

Need a website address from your printed newsletter? Contact your Skills Trainer! 

To save space in the newsletter, you can find all COVID-19 information (maps, data, orders, in-

formation, etc.) on these websites listed below. We will add more sites as needed. 

Vaccine Information https://www.mass.gov/covid-19-vaccine 

Vaccine Appointments https://vaxfinder.mass.gov/ 

US COVID-19 Cases and Deaths by 
State 

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#cases_casesper100klast7days 

COVID-19 Variant in the US https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/transmission/variant-cases.html 

MA COVID-19 town-by-town map https://www.wcvb.com/article/massachusetts-coronavirus-covid-19-community-

spread-risk-map-color-coded/33646711 

MA Travel Order https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-travel-order#lower-risk-states 

MA Response Reporting https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting 

MA Stop the Spread https://www.mass.gov/info-details/stop-the-spread 

ASL Version: https://www.facebook.com/massgov/videos/434334580929189/ 

Re-Opening MA https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-updates-and-

information#reopening-massachusetts- 

Governor Press Conferences https://www.mass.gov/governor-updates 

COVID-19 Resources/Data 

http://www.CenterLW.org
https://www.facebook.com/CenterForLivingAndWorking
https://www.mass.gov/covid-19-vaccine
https://vaxfinder.mass.gov/
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#cases_casesper100klast7days
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/transmission/variant-cases.html
http://www.wcvb.com/article/massachusetts-coronavirus-covid-19-community-spread-risk-map-color-coded/33646711
http://www.wcvb.com/article/massachusetts-coronavirus-covid-19-community-spread-risk-map-color-coded/33646711
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-travel-order#lower-risk-states
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/stop-the-spread
https://www.facebook.com/massgov/videos/434334580929189/
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-updates-and-information#reopening-massachusetts-
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-updates-and-information#reopening-massachusetts-
https://www.mass.gov/governor-updates
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 Open for limited services [limited services]. 

 Services include: holds pickup, appoint-

ments for computer use, printing, copying, and 

faxing. 

 Click here to find out more about your location. 

 Click here for online Events. 

Don’t live in Worcester? 

Check out YOUR local library website! 

American Society for Deaf Children has ASL resources for Black 

History Month, including songs, stor ies and signs.  

The link is: https://deafchildren.org/2021/02/asl-resources-black-history -

month/ 

Black History Month 

Virtual Job Fair for  many different types of business-

es. 

Free for all job seekers and employers. 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: The Tuesday before the event. 

Contact your MassHire Central Career Center here: https://masshirecentralcc.com/ 

MassHire Central Career Centers— 

Virtual Job Fair 

https://www.mywpl.org/article/reopening-updates
https://www.mywpl.org/?q=online-calendar
https://deafchildren.org/2021/02/asl-resources-black-history-month/
https://deafchildren.org/2021/02/asl-resources-black-history-month/
https://deafchildren.org/2021/02/asl-resources-black-history-month/
https://masshirecentralcc.com/
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February — June 2021 

First Wednesday of the month 

1:00 — 2:30 PM 

Healthy Relationship Support Group on Zoom 

March 3: COVID impact on DV 

April 7: Tech Safety 

May 5: Safety Planning 

June 9: How to be an Ally/Self-care 

DHILS Consumer Deaf Zoom Chat 

Second Tuesday of the month! 

1:00 — 2:00 PM 

JOIN US! 

March 9, 2021 

April 13, 2021 

May 11, 2021 

June 8, 2021 

February 27, 2021 

4:00 PM 

All Things Cochlear A Zoom Meeting on Cochlear Implants. 

Hosted by HLAA  Boston 
Captions will be provided on the Zoom site. 

Email to register: lizo87@aol.com 

Wednesday, March 3, 2021 

First and third Wednesday of the 
month 

10:00 AM — 12:00 PM 

Virtual Housing Workshop 

Boston Center for Independent Living (BCIL)’s workshop will teach you 

about affordable housing options in your area and how to apply. 

Register here. 

March 31, 2021 

11:00 AM — 12:00 PM  

Independent Living Education Day 2021: a Virtual Event 

More information coming soon! Updates can be found here. 
Questions? Contact: sadie@masilc.org 

April 9 — 10, 2021 2021 DEN Conference: Innovate & Adapt 

Deaf Entrepreneurship Network 
 

On Zoom 
Registration: www.goden.org/2021virtualden 

July 19-30, 2021 2021 Annual Conference on Independent Living 

Keep checking for updates! 

https://ncil.org/2021-annual-conference-on-independent-living/ 

RSVP REQUIRED 

Contact Denise Paro at: 

508-508-556-1600 or 

DParo@CenterLW.org 

RSVP TO Denise Paro at: 

508-508-556-1600 or 

DParo@CenterLW.org 

Watch a VLOG here:  https://youtu.be/H8qhsxZoKZk 

Watch a VLOG here: 
https://youtu.be/OBdXcnYlhBo  

mailto:lizo87@aol.com
http://bostoncil.org/event/housing-workshop-3/all/
https://masilc.org/
mailto:sadie@masilc.org?subject=2021%20Independent%20Living%20Education%20Day
https://www.goden.org/2021virtualden
https://ncil.org/2021-annual-conference-on-independent-living/
mailto:DParo@CenterLW.org?subject=Healthy%20Relationship%20Support%20Group
mailto:DParo@CenterLW.org?subject=Healthy%20Relationship%20Support%20Group
https://youtu.be/H8qhsxZoKZk
https://youtu.be/OBdXcnYlhBo
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February 27th 

10:00 AM 

Shared Reading Saturday—“The Kissing Hand” 

Facebook Live or YouTube Live: 

Starting in March! ASL It! Classes 

Offered by the DHHP outreach program 

The class is 1 hour on Zoom. 

Families of all ages are welcome! 

Contact Katie at: katie.mccarthy@childrens.harvard.edu 

March 2, 2021 

6:00 — 8:00 PM 

General Foster Care Virtual Information Session  

Virtual: Webex 

Please RSVP to Katherine Keefe at: Katherine.A.Keefe@Mass.Gov 

March 5th National Deaf Youth Day  

[Held annually on March 6th, this year virtual events will be on March 5th.] 

Learn more and register here. 

March 6, 2021 

9:00 — 11:00 AM 

Fostering Children with Medical Needs Virtual Information Session 

Virtual: Webex 

Please RSVP to Katherine Keefe at: Katherine.A.Keefe@Mass.Gov 

Second Tuesday of the month 

1:00 — 2:00 PM 

Mental Health Advocacy Program for Kids 

Learn more  about MHAP for Kids here. 

March 9: Understanding DDS & DMH 

April 13: Delinquency Proceedings/CRA Law 

May 11: C&P Proceedings/CRA Law 

June 8: School Discipline Rights 

Register by sending an email to Michaela: mmacquarrie@hla-inc.org 

March 10th 

4:30 — 5:30 PM 

Is your child in 9th-10th grade? High  School Meet-up. 

Offered by the DHHP outreach program 

 

Contact Katie at: katie.mccarthy@childrens.harvard.edu 

 Worcester Family Partnership 

Click here to see the February calendar. 

Register for ALL events here. 

Parent/Kids Events 

https://www.facebook.com/SharedReadingSaturday
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCih3jEwAdEllywpDLbJTU-A
mailto:katie.mccarthy@childrens.harvard.edu?subject=ASL%20It!%20Classes%20(DHHP)
mailto:Katherine.A.Keefe@Mass.Gov?subject=General%20Foster%20Care%20-%20March%202,%202021
https://youth.nad.org/national-deaf-youth-day/
mailto:Katherine.A.Keefe@Mass.Gov?subject=General%20Foster%20Care%20-%20March%202,%202021
https://www.healthlawadvocates.org/initiatives/mhapforkids
mailto:mmacquarrie@hla-inc.org
mailto:katie.mccarthy@childrens.harvard.edu?subject=ASL%20It!%20Classes%20(DHHP)
r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001c1M_Ok-pQuzI8rEYLhZ2hjip5cBoCHBtmFfKlZxGMs8VqBnn2sJwS1E_ehqFyimIjI0xyAP72h2W4TeemufW5vRzPPRp4gP7p4F7R6JzrgEdP9LkkHJ52vfg2vp29N7by-4s8cYodlNsf4pkYXpStgL9kIaDjoG4WBU91zixG_wBTbw7eIXRJou3cjvJA11wuVgjmFl8I6MqLV6Ku2RumtazpRK1xtEBbpFy44qa
https://forms.gle/zytssToFCp1JVxTMA
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